REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
The enemy's line of battle was seen advancing up the ravine between the town and Gulp's Hill, and General Hancock sent one of his staff to General Doubleday for troops with which to meet the threatened advance. The staff-officer was met with a series of excuses: that the men were out of ammunition, that they were disorganized by their losses, that they had no officers, etc. General Hancock rode up behind General Doubleday, and overheard these remarks, and rising indignantly in his stirrups, with his hand raised, said; " Sir, / am in command on this field ; send every man you have got." Wadsworth's division and Hall's Fifth Maine battery were sent to the western slope of Gulp's Hill, which important position they held during the entire battle. The brave Wads worth was by no means daunted or weakened by the day's work, but was still full of fight.
With reference to Swell's advance towards Gulp's Hill, Lee's report says: " General Ewell was therefore instructed to carry the hill occupied by the enemy, if he found it practicable, but to avoid a general engagement until the arrival of the other divisions, which were ordered to hasten forward. -In the meantime the enemy occupied the point which General Ewell designed to seize (Gulp's Hill)." It will be seen that the movement narrated was, therefore, a very important one.reat on the Taneytown road would have beenlumn ready to move.
